Finally, the ARF notes the significant progress that has been made by its participants in addressing counter-terrorism aspects of border security. The statement also encourages ARF governments to further enhance their effort and commitment to combat terrorism in a more comprehensive manner on a voluntary basis, taking into account resources and capacity of ARF participants.
This article can help the reader to understand the regional response to terrorism. The Southeast Asian nations have used the ASEAN Regional Forum and other venues to acknowledge terrorism and its linkages in the region. It stresses the necessity to address the Threats urgently, in all aspects and in all fora, and stresses the leading role of the UN in the fight against terrorism. This policy of ARF is on the right track and needs to continue cooperation and pressure on terrorists. In this way the ARF will become a more responsible player in the region. In this article, the authors examine the issue of America's current unilateralist surge from Afghanistan to the "Axis of Evil" and that it is not sustainable, militarily or politically. They recommend that the United States must begin now to encourage and support regional counterterrorism strategies in order to maintain a global war against terrorism, and strive to make it genuinely global.
The authors point out that the ASEAN framework still offers a foundation for cooperation between the U.S. and Asia and within the region. The United States should increase its priority and efforts in providing Southeast Asia encouragement and support for its counter-terrorism strategies.
They add that, since September 11, ASEAN has made several ad hoc moves to develop a common approach to counter-terrorism. The first-ever meeting of ASEAN military chiefs was held and counter-terrorism will doubtless be high on the agenda for the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in the future. These are hopeful signs, but they don't amount to a regional framework more effort is needed.
The authors stress that the United States should encourage the development of such framework by looking beyond the immediate task of apprehending terrorists and also support regional cooperation that addresses the root causes of discontent. They also feel it is equally important that a regional framework for counter terrorism should support the development of nongovernmental networks in the region that approach these issues from a societal view.
Finally, the authors conclude that Washington needs simply to pay more attention to Southeast Asia in its Asian-Pacific dialogues. In the security environment after September 11, U.S. interests in the region are no less vital than in Northeast Asia. This is a good argument that supports both U.S. interests and interests of the nations in Southeast Asia for counter terrorism as a whole. Strengthening financial structure and security of this regional framework is an effective method. First, the author focuses on differences in the views of different people at different times, and why it is difficult to get the whole world to join in the fight against terrorism. For example, some people and some countries provide shelter and protection for the terrorists because in their eyes these are not terrorists. He says it is important because people who some people describe as terrorists are regarded as noble freedom fighters by others. Some are condemned as terrorists one day, only to be considered respectable people another day.
Mahathir also says that terrorists believe that because innocent people had been killed it is right to retaliate by killing other innocent people. He also points out that terrorists are unprincipled, despicable people and questions whether or not civilized people should do unprincipled, despicable things like the terrorists did. Terrorists are not people who advertise their intention to commit acts of terror. They are not usually soldiers in uniform, although some can be. They can be like ordinary people. They need not stay in a particular country, but they can be everywhere and anywhere. Indeed, they can live as very ordinary people in the country they consider to be their enemy, against whom they intend to commit acts of terror.
To eliminate the terrorists, the author states that we must know who they are. Race, religion and country cannot be used to identify terrorists by their acts. In fighting terrorism, the author also stresses that one must not think of revenge. One must think of ways to make the world free of terrorists. And that is going to require a careful strategy.
He adds that we are in the midst of World War III, not the war against terrorists but was the war between terrorists and the peace loving antiterrorist alliance, the war between the "axis of evil" and Satan. Both sides are convinced that they are right, that theirs is the fight against evil. He stresses that Evil and Satan must be destroyed.
The author concluded that the whole world is suffused with hatred and anger. No one is seeking for anything else except revenge. Finally, he calls for examining the true causes of terrorism, remove the causes, and adds that if we don't, we continue to delude ourselves and that the fight against the terrorists will never end and the change in the world caused by terrorism will remain permanent. In the joint declaration, the member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the United States of America reaffirmed their commitment to counter, prevent and suppress all forms of terrorist acts in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, international law and all the relevant United Nations resolutions or declarations on international terrorism. Of particular note, is the importance of supporting the principles outlined in United Nations Security Council Resolutions 1373, 1267 and 1390.
The declaration focuses on the objectives, scope and areas of cooperation, participation and disclosure of information. The principle aim of the declaration is to strengthen cooperation at bilateral, regional and international levels in combating terrorism in a comprehensive manner and affirms that the United Nations should play a major role in this regard. This declaration points out the importance of having a framework for cooperation in all aspects to counter terrorism in Southeast Asia. A key point is that the nations in Southeast Asia cannot accomplish these objectives alone. The United States influence and financial support are necessary.
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